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Sessions with local traditional musicians, 1980s

Old Hat Concert Party: 

1982, Sidmouth, 1990 National Folk Festival



Old Hat 

Concert 

Party

1982-2007

Old Hat

Music 

Nights

1990s

Old Hat 

Concert 

Party Mk II, 

2007



The Veteran label includes masses of recordings of local 

traditional singers and musicians, many recorded by 

John Howson. The original recordings form part of the 

British Library National Sound Archive collection.



Pre-EATMT primary schools work: Victorian Harvest, 

Victorian Christmas, Spring Traditions, incorporating

local oral history and documentary sources.



Melodeons and More 2000-date



Tuning In – outreach workshops, concert 

& community research projects, 2001-2



Traditional Music Day, 2002-date



Blyth Valley Voices – Southwold,  

2003-4

Community & research project, book



Harleston & Waveney Festival 

outreach work 2004-2007



Jig dolls 2004-date



Musical Roots 2004-5

Community workshops,

project and concert



Playback, 2005

Fiddle, dulcimer, song days, 

collectors’ forum

& travelling exhibition



North End Voices

2005-2009

King’s Lynn, 

Outreach & 

Research project, 

concerts,

exhibitions, 

booklet, film



Stepdance Day

2006 - date



Culture Club, 2006-2010 with Suffolk Artlink



EATMT moves out of my 

front room into premises 

at the Museum of East 

Anglian Life in Stowmarket,

January 2007.

No, we’re not in the big 

house! We’re in the stable 

block, under the eaves in 

what was the groom’s 

house.



Melodeon Makers

2007, 2008, 2010, 2013, 2014

First UK melodeon-building course

in partnership with Emmanuel Pariselle. 

One participant was Rees Wesson who

now makes melodeons in the UK

professionally and has led our Melodeon

Maintenance days since 2009.

There are over fifty ‘Stowmarket’ 

melodeons out there now, from Suffolk 

to Sweden!



Several years’ work comes to fruition in 

2007, with the publication of a book of

traditional music from the region. 



Dulcimer Day 2007 
Investigation, restoration & research



Vaughan Williams in the East

2008-9

Talks, exhibitions and concerts



Cambridge Music Festival

2009

Outreach work, schools and adult 

workshops & concert



Managing A Masterpiece 

schools work and adult education, 2010-13

Tutors: Katie Howson & Rob Neal; Speakers John Howson, Steve Roud, Clive Paine.



2011: EFDSS Gold Badges, first appearance on BBC1 ‘Escape to the Country’



2012-14

Digitisation and 

online publication 

of tune & dance

book published in 

Bury St Edmunds 

in 1812



2014 – 17 

Updates on Vaughan Williams’ song collecting in King’s Lynn 

and South Norfolk … and finding the 1960s recordings



The Full English (EFDSS project) 2015



Dulcimer Days

and the World Dulcimer Congress

2015-16



wwweastangliandulcimers.org.uk



Lullaby Concerts,

with the 

City of London Sinfonia

& Orchestras Live,

2016
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